
Green Infrastructure:
Planning –
An Ecosystem Services
based approach



The environment can wait

Why?

• Not understood

• Don’t value

• “Not my job”

Task

• Communicate

• Cooperate

• Influence

–Show value
–Identify benefit



Green Infrastruture

Our life support system –

The network of natural
environmental components
and green and blue spaces

which provides multiple social,
economic and environmental
benefits.
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£

Environmentalists V Economic Development: partly a
“language” problem



£





User Guide
Spreadsheet-based

Calculator+

The Toolkit



GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

ASSET / INTERVENTION
FUNCTION BENEFIT VALUE

In monetary terms

M

M

M

M

M

In quantitative terms

Qt

Qt

In qualitative terms

Ql

Ql

SHELTER FROM
WIND

EVAPO-
TRANSPIRATION

CARBON
SEQUESTRATION

PARTICULATE
FILTERING

CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION &

MITIGATION

HEALTH & WELL
BEING

£ REDUCED BUILDING
HEATING

£ AVOIDED CO2

°C REDUCED
TEMPERATURES

£ MARKET VALUE OF
CO2 STORED

£ REDUCED POLUTION
CONTROL

REDUCTION
PULMONARY DISEASES



MASTERPLAN

Liverpool Knowledge
Quarter

£600 m of
investment

15% of
Liverpool’s

GVA
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Net Value

•Cost = £10m

•“An estimate of in excess of £30m of net benefits
is made, though this is likely to form a lower
bound, given that not all benefits are measured.
In other words, the cost:benefit ratio is of the
order 1:3, but likely to be higher.”



• £6 million invested in
Mersey Forest projects
through Obj 1 - 2000 -
2008



Stanley Bank Triangle Project
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Getting off the soapbox!

• “The environment can’t
wait”

• Language

• Need for collective effort

• Show value

– Enable practitioners

– Get involved in the
discussion



Thank You

Paul Nolan
Director

The Mersey Forest
paulnolan@merseyforest.org.uk

www.merseyforest.org.uk


